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AN OPEN LETTER 


Dear Mothers and Fathers, Son and Daughters of Lake County: 

On the square in Crown Point stands the foundation of our Lake County’s 
Heritage -- the old Court House. 

If there is one place where a person can stand in Lake County today and say 
‘‘Here is where it all began’’ this small square is it! 

This physical evidence of Our Heritage is a symbol of the strength, faith and 
endurance of the men and women who conceived and founded this county back 
in 1837. This building of faith gives us an invaluable historical perspective of the 
imagination and genius of our founders, builders and pioneers. And it should be 
used to protect, promote and preserve our Lake County History and Heritage. 

Spread across this county are sites that shaped and molded a loosely knit 
community into a county - Lake County! Visiting these historic sites can be a 
satisfying experience, but what you see depends a great deal on what you take 
with you. You are taking an excursion into the past and the true understanding 
of life a century ago will not exist until you are ready to see it. You must be 
drawn into the magic spell of another time. 

Historic buildings and/or sites must be protected and preserved today if they 
are to be there tomorrow for our children and our childrens children. 

We must note the milestones of yesterday and today so they will be there 
tomorrow. 

Visiting our past helps to heighten our awareness of our Heritage and helps us 
to step back in history into the presence of the past. These are the places where 
men and women - Our Pioneers - dreamed of a new world, and where they lived 
and died to make what we have today a reality. 

Many of these places are still there to see, to touch, to stand in and to think 
and perhaps to dream of people and events that influence us so much yet today. 

History is essentially a series of ideas. History demonstrates how, as in all 
creative thinking, one idea leads to another - and how big ideas form many little 
ideas. 

Don’t let anyone destroy your ideas, don’t let anyone destroy your Heritage - 
especially it’s symbolic foundation - the old Court House! 

Our ideas and Heritage must be preserved for our Freedom! Aren’t these 
worth fighting for?! 


LOCAL HERITAGE LINKED TO NEW ENGLAND 


When one reads the history of Lake County, it soon becomes apparent how 
much New England blood and training contributed to our countrys early history. 

Prominent among them is Solon Robinson, born in Connecticut, Oct. 21, 1803. 
Just before sunset on Oct. 31, 1834, Robinson and his party came to what 
became known as Robinson's Prairie. This Squatter King of Lake organized the 
Squatters Union on July 4, 1836. 

The founder of Hobart, George Earle, came to the town of Liverpool on Deep 
River in 1836. Earle was born in England and resided in Philadelphia before 
moving to Lake County. 

Two early settlers from West Springfield, Massachusettes were Judge Hervey 
Ball who held the office of County Surveyor and Probate Judge and Lewis 
Warriner who was an early postmaster and who in 1839 was elected to the 
Indiana Legislature. Both of these men came into Lake County in 1837. 

Henry Wells also from Massachusettes, in 1836, was appointed the first 
Sheriff of Lake County. 

Another descendent of an ancient English family was William Sykes who, as 
early as 1836, was active in the Squatter’s Union and who was appointed County 
Surveyor and later County Commissioner. 

A.N. Hart, the founder of Dyer, came into Lake County from Philadelphia 
about 1855. 

William Clark and family came with ox teams from Jennings County to Lake 
County in February, 1835. Judge Clark was very active and prominent in the 
early years of Crown Point and Lake County. 

Two brothers W.A. W. Holton and Jonathan Warner Holton, along with their 
mother Harriet Warner, were early associated with the Clark and Robinson 
families, even before they all migrated to Lake County. W.A.W. Holton became 
the first Recorder of our county and an early school examiner. Jonathan Holton 
was one of the first landowners where the Crown Point Public School was built. 

Richard Fancher explored here in 1834 and settled here in 1835 near the lake 
that now bears his name. 

The first elected Sheriff of Lake County Luman A. Fowler, came here with 
Henry Wells in the fall of 1834 as explorers and in 1835 returned to live here. He 
held the office of Sheriff for ten years and was born in Massachusettes on Oct. 1, 
1809. 

No mention of prominent founders and builders of early Lake County would be 
complete without Bartlett Woods, who was born July 15, 1818 in England and 
settled in Lake County along with his brother Charles in 1837. 

His public life commenced in the fall of 1848, when at the age of 30, he 
became involved in the free soil movement. He was also involved as a farmer in 
the Grange movement and farmer’s institutes. And, as a pioneer, he helped 
organize the Lake County Association of Early Settlers that later became known 
as the Lake County Historical Society. 

We will end this article with a brief mention of T.H. Ball, recognized as the 
historian of Lake County. Timothy Horton Ball was born February 16, 1826 in 
West Springfield, Massachusettes. 

He, along with his family, came into Lake County in 1837. 


FIRST CHAPEL 


John Hack was born in 1787 in Germany and in 1837, he and his family settled 
on Prairie West in what is now St. John Township. 

In 1843 he built a log Chapel on his farm and thus it became Lake County’s 
first Catholic Church. 

The log building was approximately 18 x 24 feet and regular religious services 
were held there until the brick church was erected in 1856, it was then sold to a 
local farmer. 

In the 1920’s the Boy Scout Council purchased the chapel and moved it to the 
Lake County Fairgrounds where it was used as a retreat. 

In 1963 the Pioneer Church was moved back to St. John Township where Friar 
craftsmen carefully restored it at the Capuchin Seminary. 

In October 1974 it was returned to its place of origin after over a century of 
travel and it rests once again on St. Johns parish church grounds, about one 
half-mile northwest of its original site. It’s return to where it orginally belonged 
was spearheaded by Miss Nettie Barman of Crown Point, a long time member of 
the Lake County Historical Society and who since has passed away. 
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MICHAEL GRIMMER 1853-1926 


Michael Grimmer was born in Turkey Creek, (Ross Township), Indiana on 
July 18, 1853. His parents came to America from Alsace-Lorraine in about 1841 
and made their way to Chicago. 

His father (also named Michael), was a Captain in the French Army and 
served under Napoleon Bonaparte. 

In 1849 his father moved to Lake County, Indiana, and was one of the pioneers 
of this northwest corner of the state. He devoted his energies to farming until his 
death in 1853. Michael was eight weeks old. 

He left a widow, two dauthers and two sons. The eldest was just over twelve 
years of age. 

Some years after his father's death. his mother married John P. Redar of St. 
John Township and this is where Michael grew up. 

He then struck out on his own, and though he had limited school privileges to 
equip him for the duties of the business world he possessed energy, 
determination, and resolved to win advancement. 

By working as a farm hand he earned the money that enabled him to attend 
school in the winter months, and later he began teaching in the district schools. 
He was connected with that profession for ten years. 

In 1879, Mr. Grimmer was united in marriage to Helen Neuman, a daughter 
of Joseph and Mary Neuman of Schererville. The wedding was at St. Michael's 
Church in Schererville in August of that year. 

In 1880 he embarked in general merchandising at Schererville, where he 
continued for seventeen years. His business was capably conducted and his 
enterprise and fair dealing formed the substantial foundation upon which he 
built his success. 

The general merchandising store was operated in partnership with his 
step-brother Peter F. Redar. 

After several years of his partnership, Grimmer purchased Mr. Redar’s 
interest and became the sole owner. He acquired title for the real estate and 
erected a building. For many years this was the Post Office in Schererville with 
Mr. Grimmer being post master. Later his wife was appointed postmistress for 
many years. 

In the meantime, Mr. Grimmer had been called to public office and as a 
staunch republican he took an active interest in the work of the party. While 
engaged in merchandising he served eight years as trustee of St. John 
Township. In 1897 he was elected auditor of Lake County, serving so faithfully 
during the succeeding three years that he was re-elected to a second term in that 
office. 

Upon assuming his duties as county auditor he sold his merchandise business, 
creamery and ice business to John Weis and John Rietman. 

After concluding his term of office as county auditor, Mr. Grimmer served two 
terms as a member of the House of Representatives in the Indiana General 
Assembly. 

He died in his home in Crown Point in 1926. His widow died in 1934 and both 
are buried in St. Michael's cemetery in Schererville. 

In 1975 Mchael Grimmer Middle School in Schererville was dedicated as a 
fitting memorial to his memory. He had commanded the respect and esteem of 
people throughout Lake County and the entire state. He was most loyal to his 
duties of friendship and of citizenship, and his history well deserved a place in 
the annals of his native land. 


JOHN WOOD AND DESCENDANTS 

On Oct. 10, 1976 the old John Wood mill was dedicated as restored by the 
Lake County Park Dept. 

Who was John Wood?, where did he come from? and who were his 
descendants? 

John Wood came from eastern Massachusetts to this region and made a claim 
in 1835S. 

He returned to Massachusetts to get his family and when he came back to 
Lake County he found that during his absence General Tipton of Fort Wayne, a 
United States Senator, had laid afloat upon his claim in the name of the Indian, 
Quoshma. But according to law this land was not subject to an Indian float as it 
was suitable for a mill. But John Wood wanted the land, so he paid the Indian 
Quashma $1000.00 for the quarter section of the land instead of paying $200.00 
to the government as he had expected. 

A grist mill was built by the Wood family which still stands in Deep River and 
which has been purchased by the Lake County Park Dept. and has been 
restored. 

John Wood was a miller by occupation, and by building and operating the old 
grist and saw mill at Deep River supplied the early settlers with the essentials to 
civilization. 

John Wood was of English and Scotch descent and one of his children was 
George Wood who like his father was engaged in general merchandising and 
milling at Deep River during most of his active career. He married Mary J. 
Digerd, who was born in Buffalo,, New York and was an Irish lass. They were 
the parents of six children. 

The fourth child and third son of this famjly was William Henry Wood, born in 
Deep River on July 2, 1865 where he was reared and spent his life. 

He spent many years in the creamery and mercantile business in Deep River 
and he was also a Vice president of the Ohio Standard Oil Company. 

He was well known in public affairs, business and social circles and was post 
master of Deep River for ten years. William H. Wood married Martha Battia of 
Middle Falls, New York. Their daughter Olive has been a life long school teacher 
in Ross Township. 


DECENDANTS OF PIONEERS MEET 


In the year 187S a group of Lake County pioneers and old settlers met at the 
Lake County Courthouse on July 24 and decided to form The Old Settlers 
Association of Lake County and to hold yearly meetings to renew old 
acquaintances and to recount pioneer experiences. 

The first yearly meeting was Sept. 25, 1875 at the fairgrounds and after eating 
heartily of the sumptuous dinner which had been spread in Floral Hall. The 
meeting was called to order by W.A. Clark and prayer was offered by Rev. T.H. 
Ball. After a few opening remarks by the chairman, an old song entitled ‘‘The 
Indian Captive,’’ was sung by Dr. Wood. 

Reminiscenes of old times were delivered by G. Hurlburt, R. Fancher, H. 
Wells, W.A.W. Holton, Amos Horner, J.H. Luther and others. Two long letters 
were read, one from Solon Robinson, who had gone to Tennessee for his health 
and the other from Joseph Jackson of Wapello, lowa. 

It was decided that all who had come to the county prior to 1840, should be 
entitled to the distinction of being pioneers, while those who had come after 
1840 and previous to 25 years ago should be known as old settlers. 

The objects of the Association were to renew old associations, to recover old 
events and to enjoy a few pleasant hours together. Meetings were to be 
annually, subject to the call of the president. 

The first permanent officers were: W.A. Clark, president; Oscar Dinwiddie, 
secretary; Rev. T.H. Ball, historical secretary; J.H. Luther, treasurer. 

This fine association, after 103 years, continues on unbroken today as The 
Lake County Historical Society which meets every other month. Their next 
meeting will be Saturday, Oct. 28, 1978 at 1:00 p.m. at the old Lake Court House 
in Crown Point. 

Bruce Woods of Merrillville is the current president, his great grandfather, 
Bartlett Woods was the second president of this society from 1881 to 1891 and 
his great great uncle Sam B. Woods was president from 1908 to 1910. 


SCHERERVILLE PIONEER 


Schererville was founded in 1865, when Nichols Scherer located in the area 
while he was working for the Great Eastern Railroad (now the Pennsylvania 
Railroad). He was born in the Saar Valley of Germany on June 29, 1830 and 
came to America with his parents, John and Mary Scherer. The family arrived in 
St. John in 1846 and later moved to Dyer where, in 1865, John Scherer died at 
the advanced age of 103. Mary Scherer died five years later in Schererville at the 
age of 99 years. 

Nicholas had worked grubbing stumps for farmers to repay them for his 
passage to America. He then sent for his brother Matthias, and in 1849 they 
opened a saloon in St. John, which was the first in Lake County. Later they 
opened a distillery in Dyer. 

Nicholas Scherer married Frances Uhlenbrock in 1862 when he lived in St. 
John. They were the parents of seven children; Anna, who became Mrs. 
Nicholas Schafer; Margaret, who married Adam Gerlach; Nichols Jr., killed by 
lightning in 1893; Theresa, who became Mrs. Jacob Austgen; John G. who died 
in 1892; Joseph who died in 1981; Mary who died in her teens. 

In 1873, the residents of Schererville presented to the Bishop of Fort Wayne a 
petition written by Frances Scherer asking to establish a Catholic parish. 
Nicholas Scherer donated 42 acres for the church and parish cemetery. 

Soon a white frame church, dedicated to Saint Michael the Archangel stood at 
the site. The Bishop blessed Saint Michael's on September 28, 1874. 

Nichols Scherer was a man involved in his community. As a pioneer of Lake 
County he used his many talents and interest to help and form this Northwest 
corner of Indiana. 

And after a very active, useful life he retired in 1895 and in 1907, at the age of 
74 he passed away at his home at 33 Wilhelm Street, Schererville. Funeral 
services were held at St. Michael’s Church and he laid to rest in the shadow of 
the Archangels steeple! 
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WELLS FOUNDING FATHER 


Rodman H. Wells was born in Crown Point, June 6, 1838, the son of Henry 
and Adaline Wells natives of Massachusetts. Both of his grandfathers were also 
from Massachusetts and both served in the war of 1812. 

Rodman’s father Henry came into Lake County, in 1836 from Michigan and 
started farming in the vicinity of Crown Point. Henry and his wife attended the 
Presbyterian Church and were the parents of five children. Henry was appointed 
as the first sheriff of Lake County and later was elected Sheriff and County 
Treasurer. 

Rodman H. Wells was reared on the family homestead at Crown Point and 
attended the public schools there. He worked on the family farm until the Civil 
War where in August of 1862 he helped raise a company of infantry and enlisted 
as a private, although he was offered a second lieutenancy. 

He served for nearly three years and participated in the Vicksburg campaign 
but was sent home because of ill health. 

After, the war he worked again on the family farm and entered the livery 
business at Crown Point which he carried on for 25 years. In the year 1899, he 
sold out his establishment at the county seat and in partnership with his son 
opened large stables at Hammond. 

Both before and after the Civil War, Rodman worked as a deputy sheriff and 
in 1882 he was elected sheriff, as his father before him. He served as sheriff of 
Lake County for two, two-year-terms or four years. 

Rodman H. Wells was a member of the Baptist Church and in 1860 he married 
Nancy J. VanHouten, a daughter of James and Sallie Ann VanHouten. But after 
only eleven years Nancy died and left no children. 

In 1872, Rodman married Emily W. VanHouten, a sister of his first wife and 
they had two children. 

On Thursday, October 11, 1906 Rodman H. Wells died unexpectedly of 
paralysis at the age of 68 years. 


ANCESTOR’S DATE BACK TO 1700’s 


James M. Halsted of Merrillville has three known ancestors who fought in the 
revolutionary war; Timothy Halsted for New York State, Lt. James Campbell Sr. 
of Penn. and Stephen Willcox of Penn. 

Stephen Willcox is one of only three known revolutionary soldiers buried in 
our county of Lake; Willcox rests at the Pleasant View Cemetery in St. John 
Township. 

This cemetery is very old, run down and mostly forgotten and Jim Halsted has 
been working with St. John Township Trustee Gerry Scheub and the county 
Commissioners to get help to fix it up. 

Authority is given county commissioners to appoint a five-member County 
Cemetery Commission and establish a tax base for the purpose of restoring and 
maintaining cemeteries established before 1850 which are without funds or 
sources of funds. 

Revolutionary soldier Stephen Willcox was born in Dutchess County, New 
York in April of 1762 and grew to be a strong hardy boy, large for his age and 
served at a young age in the war with Capt. John Franklins Reg. which was 
commanded by Col. Zebulon Butler. 

Willcox assisted in erecting the garrison at Wilkes Barre and doing guard duty 
in late 1778 and early 1779, serving a total of seven months. 

The 1830 Census of Pen shows Stephen Willcox still living in that state, 
however he shows up in Lake County on the 1840 Census. 

Jim Halsted is a life long resident of Lake County, having been born January 
2, 1912 in Hobart to Lula Maude Burge and Roy Woodhouse Halsted. 

Jim has long been active in the Ross Township Historical Society and as a 
member acts as currator at the old John Wood Mill which was restored by the 
Lake County Park Dept. at the Deep River County Park. 

He is also a member of the Lake Courthouse Foundation and is the current 
Vice President of the Lake County Historical Society. 

On Jim Halsted’s mothers side family names of Burge, Demmon, Willcox, 
Morse, Bosworth and Campbell can be found. And on his father’s side the 
names of Brown, Woodhouse, Fitch, Boone and Preston. 

Family tradition has it that the Boone goes back to Daniel himself! 


Martha Reed Dyer A.N.HART 


MILLIONAIRE DITCH DIGGER 


A.N. Hart (The founder of Dyer) was born at Akron, Ohio on April 16, 1816. 
He was the son of William J. Hart and Flora Norton, both of New England. 

In 1850, Aaron Norton Hart went to Philadelphia where he became involved in 
the book publishing Business under the name of Rice & Hart Book Publishers. 

Mr. Hart came into the Chicago and Calumet area as a salesman for the 
publishers. He made some investments in land and soon settled in what is now 
known as Dyer. He engaged in the real estate business with Hart & Biggs 
Realty. 

Hart soon became one of the largest land owners in Lake County, with most of 
his holdings in St. John Township. He started the Hartsdale farm which 
contained eight thousand acres of reclaimed swamp land. His keen eye observed 
that the immense Cady marsh could be drained and through an ingenious 
drainage system, which he developed, the water was drawn off into the Calumet 
River. This system was known as Harts ditch and flowed through Plum Creek in 
Dyer. 

Eventually twenty thousand acres of fertile land was reclaimed for farming 
and settlement. 

Mr. Hart married Martha Reed Dyer at Philadelphia in 1844. She was born in 
New Bedford, Massachusetts in 1824, and died January 4, 1897 at Crown Point. 
Hart took Mrs. Harts’ maiden name of Dyer to name the town that he founded. 

The Harts had four children, James W., Milton R., Malcolm T. and Flora 
Norton who married James H. Biggs of Cincinnati. Biggs was engaged in the 
real estate business, and was a dealer for the United States Cotton Press and 
Hay Press, manufactured in Michigan City by Haskell & Barker. 

A.N. Hart met his death on January 12, 1883. While supervising the 
construction of a ditch cut through a bend in Plum Creek, the left hand bank 
caved in on him. A frozen edge fell and struck him in the region of the heart - 
killing him instantly. He was buried in the county seat of Crown Point. 

His spirit of action and power live on today in the reclaimed land of North 
West Lake County. 


EARLY SETTLERS 


Early in the history of the settlement of Lake County, one finds a great many 
pioneers and settlers coming from the Great German Empire to live in Lake 
County especially in Prairie West. 

Prominent among them of course, was John Hack, who founded St. John and 
built the Pioneer Catholic Church there. 

In 1838, the following families settled near the Hacks, Joseph Schmal, Peter 
Orte, Michael Adler and Matthias Reder. 

Two German Lutherans who came in 1838 were Henry Sasse Sr. and Henry 
Von Hollen. 

Another early German settler was Herman Doescher who came in 1842 with 
his son and daughters and moved into the west part of Hanover Township. 

Three Germans who became early Lake County Officials were J.C. Sauerman 
who was elected County Treasurer in 1875, John Krost elected County Treasurer 
in 1862 and County Auditor in 1868, and Michael Grimmer who served as St. 
John Township Trustee and in 1897 was elected to Lake County Auditor. 

Jacob Fieler came into the county in the year of 1854 and bought a farm in 
Ross Township. Balzer Franz was also an early Ross Township farmer. 

John L. Keilman was one of the early businessmen of Dyer being a general 
merchant and director of the First National Bank of Dyer. 

John G. Bohling was an early prominent farmer of St. John Township as was 
Jacob Schaefer. 

The St. John village blacksmith was John M. Thiel and the Crown Point 
Brewing Company foreman was August Koehle who later operated the Spring 
Hill resort in St. John. 

Michael Gerlach taught school for a time and was assessor of his township. 
Andrew Kammer also taught school and in 1887 he was appointed to the office of 
Postmaster of St. John. 

Jacob Rimbach was an early prominent citizen of Hammond and was a section 
foreman on the Michigan Central Railroad for many, many years. 

In 1894 Henry C. Batterman established a livery business in Dyer and later 
_ opened machine and blacksmith shops and owned stock in the Dyer creamery. 

This article has just touched on the many, many early settlers of German 
lineage who lived in and contributed to Lake County, but no research into this 
would be complete without mention of the founder of Schererville, Nicholas 
Scherer who recognized his duty and opportunity in this new land of freedom 
and helped contribute to it’s development and improvement. His name as is all 
those mentioned above, are interwoven into our Lake County heritage. 
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by Steven Yaros Jr. 
Lake County Historical Society 


